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NOTES ON CRYPTURELLUS CINEREUS (GMELIN). 

BY W. E. CLYDE TODD. 



The Ashy Tinamou of Guiana was first made known by 
Buffon 1 under the name “ Tinamou cendre,” which was the 
basis of Gmelin’s designation Tetrao cinereus . 2 Although it is 
thus one of the oldest-known species of the family, and although 
it has figured extensively in ornithological literature ever since, 
it can scarcely be called a well-known species, not many speci- 
mens having found their way into collections. A study of the 
small series (twelve specimens) in the collection of the Carnegie 
Museum, supplemented by additional material courteously 
placed at my disposal by the authorities of the American 
Museum of Natural History and the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia, indicates the need for further adjust- 
ments in the systematics of this species and is the basis for the 
present paper. 

Buffon’s brief description, “It is in reality of a uniform ashy brown on all 
the body, and this color varies only on the head and upper part of the neck, 
where it takes a russet tinge” (translation), is perfectly pertinent. His 
specimen came from Cayenne, French Guiana. In course of time the 
species was traced to Dutch and British Guiana, south to the Amazon 
Valley, west to eastern Colombia and Peru, and more recently to Bolivia. 
Authors generally (down to and including Peters, 3 1931) have considered 
the species indivisible, although some of them allude to geographical 
variation. Salvadori 4 indeed refers to a “dark variety” and a “paler 
race,” but carefully avoids committing himself. He lists but two (mounted) 
specimens from “Cayenne”; the others came from British Guiana and the 
upper Amazon. The late Count von Berlepsch 5 could cite no recent 

lHistoire Naturelle Oiseaux, IV, 1778, 510. 

2Systema Naturae, I, ii, 1788, 768. 

3Check-List of Birds of the World, I, 1931, 16. 

^Catalogue Birds British Museum, XXVII, 1895, 518. 

sNovitates Zoologicac, XV, 1908, 298. 

28 — Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 51, 1938. 
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Cayenne records for this species. With such a dearth of topotypical 
material it is little wonder that later writers were under a misapprehension. 
The bird of British Guiana was described as a distinct species ( Crypturus 
macconnelli ) by Brabourne and Chubb , 6 and later was figured by Chubb 7 
in connection with the form supposed by him to be C. dnereus. This 
allocation has been accepted, but I believe it to be erroneous. 

Three specimens of our series come from French Guiana (Cayenne and 
Pied Saut, Oyapock River), and one from extreme northeastern Brazil 
(Upper Araucaua, just across the frontier). These agree among themselves, 
and differ from the rest of the series, in uniformly dark coloration. The 
upperparts and wings are deep bone brown; the underparts somewhat 
paler (olive brown). In one specimen the pileum and hindneck are dull 
auburn (inclining toward chestnut brown), in strong contrast with the 
back; in the others these parts are merely washed with chestnut brown, 
and not so strongly contrasted. A young bird closely resembles the adults. 
I consider that these specimens represent the true Crypturellm cinereus y 
since they come from the type-locality and fit the original description. 
However, Dr. Frank M. Chapman, who handled them some years ago, 
identified them as C. macconnelli. They certainly fit Chubb’s plate of 
that form better than the one of (supposed) C. dnereus. In order to avoid 
any chance of mistake, however, I sent two of these birds to Mr. N. B. 
Kinnear at the British Museum, with a request to compare them with the 
type-series of C. macconnelli. He reports that “the two specimens can be 
taken the same as C. macconnelli. They are just a shade lighter, but that 
may be accounted for by the difference in the ages of the skins.” 

Dr. Chapman 8 accepts “ Chubb’s ruling calling the browner bird dnereus, 
the blacker one macconnelli ,” mainly on the ground that since both forms 
occur in Cayenne it would be “impossible to decide definitely on which 
Gmelin based the name dnereus .” The only evidence (known to me) for 
the occurrence of the lighter-colored bird in Cayenne, however, is the two 
mounted specimens in the British Museum, without particulars of capture, 
and only supposed to have come from that locality. The chances that they 
came from some other part of South America are greatly increased by the 
circumstance that the only authentic specimens thus far known from French 
Guiana all belong to the dark-colored form. Moreover, there seems to be 
a definite difference in the ranges of the two forms. The dark-colored 
bird, as Chubb remarks, appears to be restricted to the lowlands, while the 
light-colored bird comes from the interior. If this is true the occurrence of 
the latter at Cayenne would be improbable. Because a certainty is better 
than an uncertainty, and because no case has been made out, in my judg- 
ment, for the other side, a new and different treatment of these forms from 
the taxonomic standpoint becomes necessary. 

I am fully convinced that in describing macconnelli Chubb merely re- 
named dnereus , mistaking for the latter the lighter-colored rufescent form 
which ranges from the interior of British Guiana to the Amazon Valley. 

6Annals and Magazine Natural History, (8), XI, 1914, 320. 

7Birds British Guiana, I, 1916, pi. 1, fig. 1. 

^Bulletin American Museum of Natural History, LV f 1926, 148, 
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Attention had already been called to the characters of this form by von 
Pelzeln 9 and by Schlegel. 10 The latter author says that specimens in the 
Vienna Museum bear the name assimilis, but since this name is merely a 
misidentification of Nothura assimilis Gray it is unavailable for the race in 
question. The Crypturus megapodius of Bonaparte 11 is not certainly 
identifiable either, but probably pertains to true cinereus , as Salvadori 
claims. The lighter-colored race may then be called 

Crypturellus cinereus rufescens, subsp. nov. 

Type. — No. 76,934, Collection Carnegie Museum, adult female; Miri- 
tituba, Rio Tapajdz, Brazil, February 20, 1920; Samuel M. Klages. 

Subspecific characters. — Similar to Crypturellus cinereus cinereus of 
French Guiana, etc., but general coloration paler and more rufescent, the 
upperparts and wings bister (instead of bone brown) and the underparts 
correspondingly paler. 

Range. — Interior of British Guiana south to the Amazon Valley in 
Brazil and west to the Rio Purus. 

Remarks. — This is the Crypturus cinereus of Chubb (Birds British 
Guiana, I, 1916, 9, pi. 1, fig. 2), but not the Tetrao cinereus of Gmelin, 
which latter, as just shown, Chubb redescribed as macconnelli. Chubb’s 
plate is somewhat overdrawn; the differences between the two forms, while 
perfectly obvious on comparison, are not so conspicuous as there indicated. 
Five specimens from the interior of British Guiana and the vicinity of 
Mount Duida, Venezuela (Collection American Museum of Natural 
History), resemble our four specimens from the Rio Tapajdz, but all have 
the under tail-coverts broadly tipped with rusty buff, and the Duida skins 
show dull buffy tipping to the feathers of the flanks, tibiae, and abdomen 
generally. In all these specimens there is little contrast in color between 
the head above and the upperparts generally. Two adults from the Rio 
Puriis (Hyutanahan and Arima) are somewhat darker above, and seem to 
form the transition between typical rufescens and the recently described 
race cinerascens from Bolivia. 12 Whether Peruvian examples belong here 
also I do not know. 

After examining the type-specimen, I am convinced that C. cinereus 
cinerascens is not nearly so distinct as the describer maintains. Its colors 
could better be described thus: occiput and nape Mars brown; upperparts 
warm sepia, the secondaries (near) fuscous; underparts uniformly olive 
brown. The grayish front and superciliaries, mentioned in the description, 
are of no value as diagnostic characters, since they occur in several of our 
Brazilian specimens. The type agrees well with our specimen from Upper 
Araucaua, Brazil, allowing for the immaturity of the latter. This form is 
far closer in color to the typical French Guiana race than it is to the geo- 
graphically nearer Brazilian one. A character not mentioned in the 

90rnithologie Brasiliens, iii, 1870, 292. 

10 Museum Pays-Bas, VIII, Tinami, 1880, 20. 

nComptes Rendus de l’Acad^mie des Sciences, XLII, 1856, 954. 

i2Carriker, Proceedings Academy Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, LXXXVII, 1935, 

315. 
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original description is the decidedly paler, more grayish, outer webs of the 
primaries, as compared with the other races. But a larger series is needed 
to establish the constancy of this character. 

A single specimen from Benevides (near Para), Brazil, may represent 
still another race of this species. It is obviously paler than French Guiana 
birds — enough to be subspecifically separable if this feature holds good. 
Dr. C. E. Hellmayr, however, says that “ specimens from Para agree 
perfectly with a series from British Guiana.” 13 This specimen, however, 
is certainly not like any British Guiana birds I have seen, rather resembling 
French Guiana birds, but paler throughout. More material will be needed 
to settle its status. 

Crypturus “macconnelli” fumosus Chapman 14 of eastern Ecuador I have 
not examined, but judging from the description alone it seems to be a valid 
race of cinereus. Crypturus berlepschi Rothschild 15 of western Ecuador and 
Colombia, which Mr. Peters considers conspecific with “ macconnelli ” 
(i. e., cinereus ), however, I should rank as a distinct species. Its darker 
coloration, pure black pileum, lack of white shaft-stripes on the throat, and 
differently colored bill seem to be good specific characters when compared 
with cinereus. 

According to my views the forms discussed in the present paper should 
stand as follows: 

Crypturellus cinereus cinereus (Gmelin). The Guianas (lowlands) and 
adjacent section of northeastern Brazil. Synonyms: Crypturus megapodius 
Bonaparte (1856); Crypturus macconnelli Brabourne and Chubb (1914). 

? Crypturellus cinereus subsp. Para region of Brazil. 

Crypturellus cinereus rufescens Todd. British Guiana (interior) south to 
the Amazon Valley and w r est to the Rio Purus (at least). 

Crypturellus cinereus fumosus (Chapman). Eastern (Colombia ?), 
Ecuador and Peru, in the Amazonian drainage. 

Crypturellus cinereus cinerascens Carriker. Department of Beni, north- 
eastern Bolivia. 

Crypturellus berlepschi (Rothschild). Western Colombia and western 
Ecuador (Colombian-Pacific Fauna). 



i3Novitates Zoologicse, XIII, 1906, 385. 

1 4American Museum Novitates, No. 332, 1928, 1. 

1 6 Bulletin British Ornithologists’ Club, VII, 1897, 5. 



